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3D Printing Trends 2017: More 
Companies Adapt 3D Printing 
Technologies 

With 2017 coming to an end, here the Investing News 

Network takes a look back on the the biggest trends and 

takeaways in the 3D printing market this year.  

3D printing technology has been around 
for decades but–as an industry overall–
it has aged like a fine wine and is 
constantly evolving and transforming in 
ways  previously deemed unimaginable. 

Over the last few years, the technology has 
transitioned to be applied in industries such 
as healthcare, manufacturing, aerospace, 
automobiles, jewellery and metalworks, to 
name a few. 

With that in mind, here the Investing News Network (INN) takes a look back on the year 
the 3D printing industry had with commentary from industry experts and companies in 
the space. 

3D printing trends 2017: Market performance and growth 

In an email with INN, Tim Greene, research director at IDC, said that in North America, 
the 3D printing market grew in terms of shipments of new printers, the number of 
technology suppliers and the number of 3D print service providers. 

“Revenue did not grow at the same capacity, though, as part of the growth of shipments 
was lower than the ASP (average selling price), a changing mix, and slower-than-
expected growth in utilizing of existing equipment,” he added. 

Although North America held a majority of the 3D printing market share in 2016–totaling 
roughly 35 percent, according to Grand View Research–which can be largely attributed 
to adoption of 3D printers for 3D designing, 3D modeling and 3D manufacturing of 
objects–the shift has changed in 2017. 

https://www.grandviewresearch.com/press-release/global-3d-printing-market
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Grand View Research states that the Asia Pacific has become a significant 3D printing 
manufacturing hub, resulting from a large consumer base and surplus of foreign 
investments in the sector. 

Europe is also a hot spot for 3D printing technologies, and has become the second 
fasted growing market with a growth rate of 17 percent. According to research from 
Mordor Intelligence, its growth is attributed to “where end-user markets of 3D Printing 
materials are growing steadily, especially in the manufacturing and industrial sectors.” 

Mordor Intelligence notes that Germany, France and the Netherlands have shown the 
most growth in terms of 3D printing technologies. 

3D printing trends 2017: Wall Street indifference 

According to Greene, 3D printing mammoths like 3D Systems (NYSE:DDD) and 
Stratasys (NASDAQ:SSYS) aren’t as ahead as where they should currently be, he told 
INN, in terms of “bounce-back of their ‘buzz’.” 

“Both companies are innovating, rolling out new products and building on their expertise 
in materials, workflow and services, but I am not sure that part of what they are doing 
gets enough press,” he said. 

Keith Kmetz, program assistant at IDC expanded on that, stating that the companies’ 
financials have not been strong in 2017. 

“There’s still some resistance from Wall Street on the 3D printing market overall,” Kmetz 
told INN. “There may have been some unreasonable expectations in the past that are 
holding back more positive response to the market leaders and others in the market.” 

Similarly, Amit Dror, CEO of Nano Dimension (TASE:NNDM,NASDAQ:NNDM) told INN 
he expected large corporations to enter the 3D printing sector, but that it’s something 
that can be more expected in the future. 

“With HP’s (NYSE:HPQ) move and recent announcements, I believe the trend is 
definitely heading in that direction,” Dror said. 

While there’s plenty of new and exciting innovations in the 3D printing sector that Kmetz 
said will take the industry “to the next level” the financial community has been holding 
back. 

“The market has realized that the “3D printer in every home” is not reasonable,” he 
explained. “There will be hobbyists and tinkers, but not enough of an annuity to sustain 
it.” 

As such, this likely explains the shift into other markets, including manufacturing and 
healthcare, where Kmetz said 3D printing can provide a unique value proposition. 

https://www.mordorintelligence.com/industry-reports/investment-opportunities-for-3d-printing-in-europe
https://www.mordorintelligence.com/industry-reports/investment-opportunities-for-3d-printing-in-europe
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=DDD:US
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=ssys:US
https://investingnews.com/company-profiles/nano-dimension-3d-printer-pcb/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=nndm
http://www.nasdaq.com/symbol/nndm/interactive-chart
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=hpq:US
http://www8.hp.com/us/en/hp-news/media-kits/2017/hp-jet-fusion-3D-4210.html
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3D printing trends 2017: Companies in focus and exciting 

developments 

Despite the Wall Street struggles, 3D printing has still been an exciting development in 
2017, particularly as it relates to companies who have announced the development of 
production configurations of 3D printers. 

Greene stated that while people have been developing their own 3D printing “farms” 
public companies like 3D Systems, Stratasys, and private ones including FormLabs and 
Carbon–have announced the development of systems that tie their printers together. 
Greene continued, stating that has allowed for things like load balancing, automation of 
post-processing and other similar functions that create a small manufacturing cell. 

“These solutions are changing the economics of 3D printing by adding a lot of additional 
features that reduce production costs and reduce the requirement for equipment 
operators,” Greene said. 

Chemicals companies have also been making the leap into the 3D printing 
market, including German company BASF SE (ETR:BAS) and DowDuPont 
(NYSE:DWDP). 

“These chemical companies are creating materials that enable greater adoption of the 
technology and greater utilization of the existing installed base through new materials 
that allow a wider range of applications and products to be more cost-effectively 3D-
printed,” Greene explained.  

Kmetz said HP’s establishment of its 3D printing ecosystem is “an exciting 
development” and–that while 3D printing has traditionally been led by smaller market-
sized companies, multi-billion dollar global entities “are seriously investing in 3D printing 
and starting to build their market presence.” 

“This is where the revolution can take place where 3D printing can be the engine for 
digital manufacturing, but the commitment of these major organizations is a big boost 
for this market,” Kmetz added. 

3D printing trends 2017: Investor takeaway 

While 2017 may have been a somewhat challenging year for the 3D printing sector in 
the financial world, investors shouldn’t be dissuaded from investing in this ever-evolving 
industry. 

Dror told INN that while the solutions related to polymers still have a way to go, the 
industry is still making significant progress, which is  encouraging to hear. 

  

https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/basf-pursue-3d-printing-solutions/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=bas:FF
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=dwdp:US
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3D Printing Outlook 2018: Another Flat 
Year Ahead 

With 2017 now behind us, it's time to look ahead to 2018 and 

what's in store for the 3D printing market. 
 

Earlier this week, the Investing News 
Network (INN) previously reported on the 
3D printing market in 2017, highlighting 
some of the year’s biggest trends and 
takeaways.  

While the overall 3D printing market in 2017 
struggled in terms of its performance in the 
finance sector, the industry continued to 
show resilience and that it is constantly 
evolving and changing to meet the needs of 
other industries. 

On that note, as we put 2017 behind us, it’s time to look to the year ahead for the 3D 
printing sector–although according to some analysts we spoke with, next year won’t be 
much different. Continue reading below to find out what they had to say. 

3D printing outlook 2018: Slow and steady wins the race 

In an email to INN, Time Greene, a research director at IDC said that moving into 2018 
he expects “more of the same” in the 3D printing sector, which he says is “a dynamic 
market that is marked by what seem like breakthroughs at least once a week.” 

Greene expanded on that, stating that while that pace may seem exciting, it might 
actually be too fast. 

“We’ve got companies that want to implement 3D printing technology potentially as a 
substitute for their existing processes which have been the basis of their businesses for 
many years,” he said. “But, it takes time to understand the possibilities and limitations 
and these are changing all the time. 

Greene also said there will be a big focus on automation and 3D printing workflow as 
companies come to further adapt the technologies. 

https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/3d-printing-trends/
https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/3d-printing-trends/
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“[Companies] will also want to take advantage of new tools and technologies to take the 
best advantage of 3D printing technology that they can,” he said. 

In the same vein, Amit Dror, CEO of Nano Dimension (TASE:NNDM,NASDAQ:NNDM) 
told INN that he expects more players to enter the market, continuity in technology 
maturity and more end-applications. 

“I believe that we will also see the market growing for customer-driven applications,” he 
said. 

Keith Kmetz, program vice president at IDC told INN that while the market “desperately 
wants the value promised by 3D printing,” the technology itself hasn’t risen tot he level 
where adoptions can become more mainstream. 

Kmetz said that countries around the world are investing in infrastructure, recognizing 
that 3D printing is a solid tool for the future of manufacturing, and exampled China as an 
area ahead in the game in that aspect. 

“This evolution takes time, but the market is struggling with the pace of this evolution,” 
Kmetz said. 

3D printing outlook 2018: Developments come to fruition 

Indeed, the 3D printing market is constantly on the move and evolving, and next year 
will be no different as we begin seeing some technologies launched in 2017 come to 
realization in 2018. 

Greene said one thing he will be watching closely in 2018 will be some of the 
technologies from 2017 that were launched, introduced or announced “really come to 
market as specified.” 

“There were some really exciting developments with some … production configurations, 
some much lower-priced metal printing systems, and even some color 3D printing 
technology for making truly accurate prototypes,” he said. 

Kmetz agreed on that point, and said that there’s room for the market to continue 
evolving for more widespread use, which includes lower price points–in other words, 
more affordable to implement and use–higher performance–whether that’s speed, 
configurations, or build size possibilities–support for metal and color output; shifting 
from a prototyping role to final part production and the implications of bringing 
manufacturing closer to point of consumption. 

“There’s a lot of exciting potential that’s been talked about for years,” Kmetz said. 
“We’re getting closer to fruition.” 

https://investingnews.com/company-profiles/nano-dimension-3d-printer-pcb/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=nndm
http://www.nasdaq.com/symbol/nndm/interactive-chart
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3D printing outlook 2018: Future market growth 

While 2018 may be another slow year for the 3D printing market, its overall market 
outlook and growth is promising–from 2018 and beyond. 

Market and Markets projects that the industry  will be worth $32.78 billion by 2023, 
growing at a compound annual growth rate of 25.76 percent between 2017 and then. 

“The growth is attributed to the factors such as the ease of development of customized 
products, ability to reduce overall manufacturing costs, and government investments in 
the 3D printing projects for the development and deployment of the technology,” the 
report read. 

Companies contributing to that growth include the typical main players, of course: 
Stratasys (NASDAQ:SSYS), 3D Systems (NYSE:DDD), SLM Solutions (FRA:AM3D), 
the ExOne Company (NASDAQ:XONE), Voxeljet AG (NYSE:VJET) and Proto Labs 
(NYSE:PRLB), to name a few. 

3D printing outlook 2018: investor takeaway 

Although the 3D printing industry has been somewhat challenging in recent years, the 
good news is it’s still a viable sector to invest in, rich with opportunities for savvy 
investors. 

The industry has made significant progress–and will continue to do so in the years to 
come–so hold tight, 3D printing enthusiasts. 

 

  

https://www.marketsandmarkets.com/PressReleases/3d-printing.asp
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=ssys:US
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=ddd:US
https://finance.google.com/finance?q=FRA%3AAM3D&ei=aAozWuCkE8Ox2AbN24OgCg
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=xone:US
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=vjet:US
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=prlb:US
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5 Top 3D Printing Stocks of 2017 

While 2017 may not have been an ideal year for 3D printing 

on Wall Street, a handful of companies still rose to the 

challenge this year. Here's a look back at the top performing 

3D printing stocks of 2017.  
 

While 2017 may not have been the best 
year for 3D printing companies, it’s an 
ever-changing and evolving industry with 
no shortage of investment opportunities.  

Despite the struggles the industry may have 
faced this year, the industry is continuously 
making progress, which should be good news 
for 3D printing investors. 

Here, the Investing News Network (INN) takes 
a look back to the top performing 3D printing stocks of 2017, indicating the sector is still 
thriving and full of promise.  The companies list below have market caps of roughly $1 
billion and under.  

Voxeljet AG (NYSE:VJET) 

Market cap: $95.92 million; current share price: $5.12; year-to-date gain: 78.4 percent 

First on our top 3D printing stocks of 2017 list is Voxeljet a manufacturer of 3D printing 
systems for industrial applications.  The company provides services to industries 
ranging from foundries, automative, reverse engineering, aerospace, pumps and heavy 
industry, architecture, art and design, and film and museums. 

Voxeljet’s portfolio ranges from research systems to 3D systems for large-formate 
production and a chemical 3D printing process: powder binder jetting, which assists with 
flexibility and productivity. 

In Q4 of 2017, Voxeljet reported its Q3 financial results, highlighting that its revenue had 
increased by 50.8 percent in Q3. 

https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=vjet:US
http://investor.voxeljet.com/press-release/financial-news/voxeljet-ag-reports-financial-results-third-quarter-ended-september%C2%A030-
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Materialise NV (NASDAQ:MTLS) 

Market cap: $605.54 million; current share price: $12.65; year-to-date gain: 65.41 
percent 

Next is Materialise who has been in the business for over a quarter of a century. The 
company provides software solutions and 3D printing services, and has a portfolio of 
over 95 patents and 165 more in the works. 

With headquarters in Belgium, the company’s 3D printing applications can be found in 
industries including healthcare, automotive, aerospace, art and design, and customer 
goods. 

In Q4 2017, the company announced a new innovation that will enable users to drive 
down costs for metal 3D printing, which will also help save time. Materialise also 
announced in Q4 that it together with SYNNEX will deliver a 3D printing package for 
large scale manufacturing. 

SLM Solutions (FRA:AM3D) 

Market cap: EU$782.48 million; current share price: EU$44.08; year-to-date gain: 36.47 
percent 

Middle of the pack is SLM Solutions, a company based in Germany. SLM Solutions 
Group AG’s focus is in the area of industrial design and rapid manufacturing while 
producing and distributing selective laser melting systems. The industries SLM 
Solutions provides its services to includes the automotive, aviation and aronatuics, 
tooling, medical and dental, and research and education. 

Stratasys (NASDAQ:SSYS) 

Market cap: $1.15 billion; current share price: $21.92; year-to-date gain: 32.95 percent 

No list would be complete without Stratasys. 

Since 1988, Stratasys has largely operated in the healthcare, aerospace, automotive 
and education markets. The company holds over 600 granted or pending additive 
manufacturing patents globally. 

Some of its key patents are the FDM®, PolyJet™ and WDM™ 3D printing technologies, 
which create prototypes and manufactured goods directly from 3D CAD files and other 
3D content. The company’s subsidiaries include MakerBot and Solidscape. 

In Q4 2017, some of Stratasys’ big news includes: a deal to bring advanced 3D printed 
medical modeling to Philips, announced in November and the introduction of BioMimics, 

https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=mtls
http://www.materialise.com/en/press-releases/materialise-launches-next-innovation-metal-3d-printing-software
http://www.materialise.com/en/press-releases/materialise-and-synnex-deliver-all-one-3d-printing-package-for-large-scale
http://www.materialise.com/en/press-releases/materialise-and-synnex-deliver-all-one-3d-printing-package-for-large-scale
https://finance.google.com/finance?q=FRA%3AAM3D&ei=jfrkWcGaDJOmjAHQy7e4Dw
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=ssys:US
http://investors.stratasys.com/news-releases/news-release-details/stratasys-inks-deal-bring-advanced-3d-printed-medical-modeling
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a 3D printed model of the human anatomy for physician training and medical device 
testing, also announced in November. 

ExOne (NASDAQ:XONE) 

Market cap: $160.69 million; current share price: $9.97; year-to-date gain: 6.48 percent 

Closing out our 5 top gaining 3D printing companies of 2017 is ExOne. ExOne’s 
business is mainly making and selling 3D printing machines and products that are 
unique to its customers by using installed-base of 3D printing machines. ExOne uses 
proprietary Binder Jetting technology developed at MIT to print complex parts utilizing 
industrial-grade materials. This unique heatless technology uses a liquid binding agent 
that bond layers of material to form an object. Some materials that have been used 
include metals, sands, and ceramics. 

 

  

http://investors.stratasys.com/news-releases/news-release-details/stratasys-inks-deal-bring-advanced-3d-printed-medical-modeling
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=xone:US
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5 Top 3D Printing Stories of 2017 

With 3D printing continually being adapted into new 

applications, it was another big year for the industry. Here, 

INN takes a look back at its top read 3D printing stories of 

2017. 
 

If there’s one thing we can take away 
from the 3D printing market in 2017, it’s 
that there’s plenty to look forward to in 
the industry over the next several years 
in terms of its uses being applied in 
other sectors. 

Additive manufacturing has led the way in 
terms of consumer and business 
applications, whereas consumer 3D printing 
growth has taken a step back this year. 

Still, there’s plenty of interest in the overall 3D printing sector, and if there’s anything to 
be said from our most read stories of the year, it’s that investors remain excited about 
the future of the market. Continue reading below to find out what our top read 3D 
printing stories of the year were. 

1. 3D Printing Software Market Poised to Reach $4.5 Billion By 

2021 

Our top 3D printing story of the year came in October, when a reportby Research and 
Markets was released October 20–called the “Global 3D Printing Software and Services 
Market, Analysis & Forecast.” 

The report looked at the future growth the market growth between 2017-2021. 
According to Research and Markets, the 3D printing software and services sector will 
reach $4.5 billion by 2021, an increase from $1.45 billion in 2016. 

2. HP Introduces Innovations in 3D Printing 

Second on our 5 top read 3D printing stories of the year is the story on HP (NYSE:HPQ) 
introducing new innovations in 3D printing. As noted in the article, the company 

https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/3d-printing-software-market-poised-reach-4-5-billion-2021/
https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/3d-printing-software-market-poised-reach-4-5-billion-2021/
https://www.researchandmarkets.com/research/dc68pw/global_3d
https://www.researchandmarkets.com/research/dc68pw/global_3d
https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/hp-open-materials-applications-lab/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=hpq
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introduced a Material Development Kit and the world’s first 3D Open Materials and 
Applications Lab. 

3. Medical Field Bolstered by 3D Printing Industry Leaders 

Our third most read 3D printing news story of the year was this piece from late 
November when industry leaders Stratasys (NASDAQ:SSYS) and Materialise 
(NASDAQ:MTLS) separately announced ways they’re advancing 3D printing 
technologies in the medical industry. 

As noted in the article, Stratasys unveiled BioMimics, an advanced capability to 3D print 
medical models of the human anatomy for physician and medical device testing, as well 
as educational purposes. 

Materialise announced that it and Siemens Healthineers are teaming up to bring 
Materialise Mimics inPrint software to hospitals on a global scale. 

4. BASF to Pursue 3D Printing Solutions 

Next is this piece on German-based BASF SE (ETR:BAS), who announced in late July 
that it is officially making the leap from chemicals to 3D printing. 

The article states that BASF would be launching a new company called BASF 3D 
Printing Solutions GmBH on September 1, 2017, which would focus on expanding its 
business with materials, systems solutions and other services on the 3D printing 
industry. 

5. PTC’S Shares Fly Following Q4 and Fiscal 2017 Results 

Closing out our most read 3D printing news stories of the year is this piece that came in 
late October on PTC (NASDAQ:PTC), whose shares responded favorably following the 
release of its Q4 and fiscal 2017 results. 

As noted in the article, the company’s share price soared following its pledge that the 
company remains on track to reach $1.8 billion in total revenue by 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/medical-field-bolstered-3d-printing-industry-leaders/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=ssys:US
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=mtls:US
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20171127005421/en/Stratasys-Introduces-BioMimics-%E2%80%93-Highly-Realistic-3D
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20171127005474/en/Materialise-Siemens-Healthineers-syngo.via-Partner-Bring-3D
https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/basf-pursue-3d-printing-solutions/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=bas:FF
https://investingnews.com/daily/tech-investing/3d-printing-investing/ptcs-shares-fly-following-q4-fiscal-2017-results/
https://investingnews.com/stock-information/?symbol=ptc:US
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